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As you can see in Amsterdam there are a lot of extremely narrow houses
along the canals. Sometimes so narrow that the house number encroaches on
the next door! But appearances can be deceiving, as soon as you step inside,
the houses become wider and wider. This is not a construction error but a
clever form of tax evasion!
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In the 17th century, Amsterdammers had to pay sky-high taxes based on the
width of their house’s facade on the canal. To keep their taxes down, they built
the facade of their house as narrow as possible. But they let the house widen
out at the back!
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History literally comes to life in Amsterdam before your eyes. We are now
sailing past the VOC ship “Amsterdam” from 1749. Well, not the real ship of
course, but a replica. In the 17th and 18th centuries, the Dutch East India
Company sailed these types of ships to the Far East. After a long, grueling
eight-month journey, the crew returned with their cargo holds full of spices,
fabrics, tea, and Chinese porcelain.
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The VOC ship took its maiden voyage in 1749, and immediately went down.
Launching into a great storm, the rudder broke. Eventually, the ship sank in the
mud off the coast of England. The wreck later turned out to be a “gold mine”
for archaeologists. Based on the data they found about the construction of
VOC ships, they were able to build an exact replica.
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Since 1991, this replica has been moored at the Scheepvaartmuseum. That is
the beautiful white building that you see behind the ship. The museum was
designed in 1656 by Daniel Stalpaert as a naval warehouse for the storage of
sails, ropes, weapons, and ammunition. Here, you can admire one of the
largest maritime collections in the world.
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FEMALE | From Vintage clothing and paintings, to gramophone records or old furniture: if
60.1 you can think of it, you will find it here on the Waterlooplein. The

Waterlooplein, or “Waterloo Plaza”, used to be the center of Jewish life in
Amsterdam. Many Jewish families lived around the square. From 1885 this
was the spot where six days a week, Jewish traders sold their goods in a
popluar marketplace. This is the home of the oldest flea market in Amsterdam.
If you look carefully here, you will discover the most beautiful treasures.
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